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EXT. SEWARD BOAT HARBOR, ALASKA - DAY

JORDAN (handsone, 28, appearing fresh-faced and eager, duffel
bag slung over his shoul der) wal ks under an arched sign that
reads: "Welcone: Seward Munici pal Boat Harbor™".

EXT. SEWARD BOAT HARBOR, ALASKA - DAY

Jordan approaches a FI SHVONGER (nal e, 60s, graying beard),
stationed at the top of a wal kway that | eads down to the
docks. Jordan nods to the Fishnonger and speaks to him

The fishnonger points toward the docks. Jordan nods his
t hanks and wal ks down the wal kway to the pier.

EXT. SEWARD BOAT HARBOR, ALASKA - DAY

At the bottom of the wal kway, Jordan turns |left and wal ks
past many rows of sail boats and pl easure boats.

Jordan | ooks at the boats with interest, |like a tourist.
EXT. SEWARD BOAT HARBOR, ALASKA - DAY

Jordan gets to a section that is nostly small commerci al
fishing boats. He approaches the HARBORMASTER (50s, nule),
who is talking to a FI SHERVAN (50s, bald).

Jordan speaks to them The Harbornmaster points to a boat at
the far end of the pier, docked near the fishery.

EXT. SEWARD BOAT HARBOR, ALASKA - DAY

Jordan approaches SKI PPER (40s, long hair) repairing a huge
net coiled on the deck of a 60-foot seiner (net fishing boat).

Jordan stops on the dock adjacent to the bow, sets his duffel
bag down, waits a nonent to see if Skipper notices him

JORDAN
(clears throat)
H! Are you Charles Bl anc?

Ski pper's head jerks up. He drops the net and | ooks startl ed.

SKI PPER
God, don't sneak up on people like
that. You'll give '"ema heart attack.
JORDAN

Sorry. The Harbormaster told ne
you' re | ooking for a deckhand.

SKI PPER
Ben sent you, huh?



Jor dan nods.

SKI PPER ( CONT' D)
What' s your nane?

JORDAN
Jordan Pl un ey.

Ski pper ninbly hops off of the boat onto the pier. He w pes
his right hand on his coverall and thrusts it toward Jordan.

SKI PPER
Nice to neet you, Jordan Plum ey.

They shake hands. Ski pper pats the hull of the boat.

SKI PPER ( CONT' D)
You ever worked on a seiner?

JORDAN
No, sir.

SKI PPER
Call nme Charley. MW old man was a
big Charley Pride fan.

Ski pper pauses, shrugs.

SKI PPER ( CONT' D)
Till he found out Charley Pride was
bl ack, then not so nmuch. My old man
was al so kind of a racist.

Jordan sm | es unconfortably and nods.

SKI PPER ( CONT' D)
Any deckhand experience at all?

Jordan shakes his head.

SKI PPER ( CONT' D)
You can learn on the fly. 1t's not
rocket science. You |look pretty
fit. Play any sports?

JORDAN
| played baseball in college. Short.

SKI PPER
Col | ege boy, huh?

JORDAN
Yes. |Is that a problenf



SKI PPER
Not for me. | have a masters from
Ber kel ey i n phenonenol ogi cal
phi | osophy. The other guys, though,
are all high school dropouts.

Jordan nods. Ski pper studies him sone nore.

SKI PPER ( CONT' D)
What do you do now? You | ook kind
of old to be a college student.

JORDAN
| teach high school English.

SKI PPER
Were you fron?

JORDAN
The Bay area. California.

SKI PPER
What made you want to cone up here?

Jordan shrugs, glances off into the distance.
EXT. FRU TVALE B. A R T. STATION - DAY ( FLASHBACK)

Jordan (busi ness casual, briefcase over his shoul der, and an
M3 player's earbuds in his ears) enters the train station.

I NT. FRUI TVALE B. AR T. STATION - DAY (FLASHBACK CONTI NUED)

Jordan passes through a turnstile and wal ks to the crowded
platform He |leans against a wall and listens to nusic.

A few feet away, a group of young nmen begin jostling each
other. Jordan watches inpassively at first.

Tenpers begin to flare, the group starts shoving each other.
Jordan begins to | ook nervous owng to their proximty.

The hostilities in the group nount, and the shoving becones
nmore violent. Seeing tensions escalate rapidly, Jordan steps
away fromthe wall and begins to walk away fromthe group.

A LARCE YQUTH shoves a MEDI UM SI ZED YOUTH hard, causing him
to reel backward, straight at Jordan, who has turned his
back on them nmonentarily as he is fleeing the nel ee.

The Medi um si zed youth slans into Jordan (his back into
Jordan's side) like a pinball. They both |ose their bal ance.

The wei ght of the Mediumsized youth rests solely on Jordan
who stunbles, trips and lurches to the side.
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The Medi um sized youth [ands on the platformand Jordan takes
a header off of the platformand onto the tracks.

Jordan | ands sprawl ed out sideways on the tracks. One of
the earbuds has fallen out of his ear and dangl es there.

A train whistle blows, causing Jordan to | ook up, startl ed.

Jordan sees the headlight of a train bearing down on him
causing himto freeze, literally like a deer in headlights.

The train blares its whistle, |ong and | oud.

Jordan springs to his feet, junps up, catches a hold of the
floor of the platformand pulls hinself up to safety on it.

A nonent later the train, still blaring its horn, flies past.

Jordan, sprawl ed out on the platformfloor, glances at the
passing train, and then lets his head sink to the ground.

MARCUS (15, tall, concerned |ook) approaches, |eans down.

MARCUS
You okay, M. P?

Jordan | ooks up W de-eyed at Marcus, baffled. W thout
respondi ng, Jordan |lowers his face back onto the pavenent.

EXT. SEWARD BOAT HARBOR, ALASKA - DAY (BACK TO PRESENT DAY)
Jordan shakes his head to dism ss the nenory.

JORDAN
| guess you can say | was |looking to
shake things up.

SKI PPER
Anot her advent ur e- seeker ?

Jordan shrugs.

SKI PPER ( CONT' D)
| can't guarantee any adventure, but
if you sign on | can prom se plenty
of hard work. W work 16-18 hour
days when we're out. Up for that?

JORDAN
Yes | am

SKI PPER
We're shorthanded and I'd like to
shove off tonorrow, so you're hired.



Jordan points to "Dasein" painted on the hull of the boat.

JORDAN
Hei degger ?

Ski pper grins, nods.

SKI PPER
| Iike you already. Do you have
sonepl ace to stay in town?

JORDAN
| was going to stay at a B&B but |
haven't checked in yet.

SKI PPER
You can stay on the ship tonight if
it suits you

JORDAN
Thanks. I will.

SKI PPER
Grab your gear.

Ski pper hops back onto the ship and waves for Jordan to
follow. Jordan grabs his bag and foll ows.

| NT. MAIN CABI N OF BOAT, SEWARD, ALASKA - DAY
Ski pper stands in a cranped kitchen/dining area.

SKI PPER
Home sweet hone.

BUNKROOM
They enter a claustrophobically small roomw th four bunkbeds.

SKI PPER ( CONT' D)
This is where the crew sleeps. |
sleep on a cot in the pilot cabin.
You got a problemw th small spaces?

JORDAN
Cl austrophobi a? No.

SKI PPER
You won't spend nuch tine in here,
and you'll be so tired you won't

notice how cranped it is.

Ski pper opens the door of atiny, filthy latrine.



SKI PPER ( CONT' D)
Here's the head.

JORDAN

No shower ?
SKI PPER

The fishery has a shower facility.
JORDAN

So... we only shower in port?

Ski pper | aughs, pats Jordan on the shoul der.

SKI PPER
You got it. By the way, you'll need
to get yourself a license and wet
gear at the hardware in town.

EXT. HARDWARE STORE, MAIN STREET OF SEWARD - DAY
Jordan | ooks over a poster in the plate glass display w ndow.
POSTER

Come see our all new interactive

di spl ay, 'Anadronous: The Adventure

of the Pacific Sal non's Journey Hone',

at the Al aska SealLife Center
Hi s glance shifts to fisherman's wet weather gear on displ ay.
Jordan wal ks to the door, pushes it in and enters the store.
EXT. MAIN STREET OF SEWARD - DAY

Shoppi ng bag i n hand, Jordan wal ks down the street. He seats
hi msel f on a bench and renoves his cell phone fromhis pants.

He checks how many bars he has, then dials.
| NT. SHEI LA' S APARTMENT, ALANMEDA - DAY

SHEI LA (20s, cute) is preparing dinner. She renoves her
cell phone froma pocket. She |ooks at the phone's screen.

She pauses a nonent, debating answering, then takes the call.
SHEI LA
(i nto phone)
Are you back al ready?
| NTERCUT JORDAN ON BENCH | N SEWARDY SHEI LA | N HER APARTNMENT

JORDAN
No, but. ..



SHEI LA
(she cuts himoff)
| thought | told you not to call ne
until you're back hone.

JORDAN
| assuned you were just nad.
SHEI LA
| was. | still am You' re not back?
JORDAN
No.
SHEI LA
Goodbye.
JORDAN
Wi t!

Sheil a | ooks at her dianond engagenent ring. She begins
spinning it around her left ring finger in circles.

SHEI LA
Yes?

JORDAN
| got hired on by a boat. W take
of f tonorrow.

Sheila struggles to remain calm

SHEI LA

| told you | have a bad feeling.
JORDAN

You al ways have a bad feeling.
SHEI LA

Just promi se ne you'll be careful

|' ve been readi ng about conmerci al
fishing on Wkipedia...

JORDAN
(interrupts her)
Do you know what | tell ny students
about using WKkipedi a?

SHEI LA
Don't lecture ne. D d you know t hat
commercial fishing is one of the
deadl i est professions?

JORDAN
"Il be careful. | prom se.



SHEI LA
It's not too | ate. Back out of it.
JORDAN
| gave ny word. They're depending
on me. | can't back out now.
SHEI LA

You gave your word to nme, too, when
you asked me to marry you.

JORDAN
| "' m not backing out of that, either.
SHEI LA
No? Well, maybe | wll.
JORDAN
Come on, Sheila. Be reasonable.
SHEI LA
| am |'mnot the one who had to
trai pse off to Al aska.
JORDAN
You're still upset. [I'll call you
when we're back in port.
SHEI LA
Don't bot her.

EXT. DECK OF BOAT, SEWARD BOAT HARBOR, ALASKA - DAY
The sun rises over Resurrection Bay, as Jordan watches.

Ski pper boards the ship. He walks to Jordan and offers him
a steam ng Styrof oam cup and a white fast-food bag.

SKI PPER
Br eakf ast .

Jordan nods his thanks, renoves the lid fromthe cof fee and
blows the steamfromit.

SKI PPER ( CONT' D)
The boys oughta be here any m nute.

LEON (40s, wiry build, jokester) boards the boat.

LEON
Ready to nmake sone cheddar, Skip?

SKI PPER
| don't go in for those outdated,
neo-capitalistic nodes of thinking.



Leon nods

LEON
If that's the case then why ain't we
splitting the catch even-Steven?
From each according to his ability
to each according to his need.

SKI PPER
Wt hout going too deep into the
wor ki ngs of dialectical materialism
t he owner of the neans of production--
me--has certain inalienable rights
to at |least a m nimum of surplus
val ue, given the risk inherent in ny
position, not to nmention ny active
participation in producing said val ue.

LEON
| didn't understand a dam word you
just said you crazy hippie.

SKI PPER
The split's fair, Leon. Were are
Rex and Earl ?

LEON
They' Il be along presently. Rex is
bailing Earl out.
SKI PPER
What'd he do this tinme?
LEON
The usual, | inagine--got hisself

i quored up and went buck w |l d.
toward Jor dan.

LEON ( CONT' D)
VWho' s t he cheechako?

SKI PPER
That' s our new hand--Jor dan.

LEON
Coul dn't get Luke?

Ski pper shakes his head.

LEON ( CONT' D)
Was it...?

SKI PPER
(interrupts Leon)
Yes.



Ski pper nods toward Jordan neaningfully. Leon nods.

SKI PPER ( CONT' D)
Jordan, neet Leon.

Jordan steps forward, shakes hands with Leon.

LEON
You fromthe Qutside?

JORDAN
California. Bay area.

LEON
California? Lot of good | ooking
wonen down there. Ain't no good
| ooki ng worren up here. Wat nade
you wanna cone to Al aska?

JORDAN
Experi ence.

LEON
Experi ence? Experience what?

Jordan shrugs.

LEON ( CONT' D)
You know what |'d |ike to experience?

JORDAN
What ?

LEON
Getting paid for not doing shit.
I"d like to experience that once.
You know what | have experienced?

Jordan shakes his head.

LEON ( CONT' D)
Hepatitis. Got it fromsone ho in
Anchortown. Ever experience Hep C?

Jordan shakes his head again. Leon |aughs.

LEON ( CONT' D)
You a good-looking kid. Got a girl?

JORDAN
| don't know.

LEON
What cha nmean, you don't know? You
ei ther got one or you ain't.

10.
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JORDAN
She's not talking to ne at the nonent.

LEON
She wasn't happy about you com ng up
here for your little 'experience'?

JORDAN
You coul d say that.

LEON
Shoul da stayed in Cali.

SKI PPER
Don't mess with Jordan too nuch,
Leon. He's a bit nervous.

JORDAN
| never said that.

LEON
Don't worry, Skip ain't never | ost
no one. Not unless you count Darrell.

JORDAN
VWho' s. ..

Bef ore Jordan can finish his question, REX (20s, tall,
muscul ar) and EARL (40s, taller and bigger but not as |ean
as Rex, very hung-over) board the boat.

LEON
(i nterrupts Jordan)
Bout tinme your |azy asses got here.

REX
(voi ce doesn't match
his inposing figure)
W were, ah, detai ned.

EARL
Fuck off. I'm here.
SKI PPER
VWhat' d they pinch you for this tine?
EARL
Pi ssi ng.
LEON

Pissing? Pissing ain't no crine!

EARL
On Ed Lam ey's squad car.
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Everyone | aughs. Earl just stands there hungover and grouchy.
LEON
You one nasty cracker, Earl. But
you got style, boy.

Earl notices Jordan. Turns to him

EARL

Who the fuck are you?
JORDAN

' m Jor dan.
EARL

Jordan? Ain't that a girl's nanme?
Earl inmmediately turns to Skipper, annoyed.

EARL
| thought you said we were gonna
just run a crew of four, Charley.

SKI PPER
| said we'd do that if | couldn't
find anyone to replace Luke.

Earl shakes his head, disqgusted.

EARL
That's noney out of ny pocket.

Earl shoves past Jordan, enters the nain cabin.
EARL (O S.) (CONT' D)
(calls out)
Nobody bother nme till we get there.
Jordan, taken aback, stares after Earl.
Rex steps forward and thrusts his hand out to Jordan, smling.

REX
| ' m Rex.

Jordan shakes hands wi th Rex. Rex nods toward the mai n cabin.

REX
Don't worry about Earl.

Rex shrugs, as if searching for words.

REX ( CONT' D)
He grows on you.



13.

JORDAN
"1l bet.

EXT. SEWARD BOAT HARBOR, ALASKA - DAY
Dasein sails out of the Harbor. The sun has fully risen.
EXT. RESURRECTI ON BAY, ALASKA - DAY

Jordan stands in the bow of the boat as it chugs forward.
The wind blows his hair as he stares ahead to where
Resurrection Bay opens into the Gulf of Al aska.

| NT. JORDAN S APARTMENT, ALAMEDA - N GHT ( FLASHBACK)

It's a couple hours after the near-mss at the B.A R T.
station. Jordan sits on the couch, staring blankly at the
tel evision, which is not on. The roomis dark.

The door to the apartnent opens, Sheila enters.

SHEI LA
Wiy's it so dark in here?

She switches on an overhead |ight, stands before Jordan.

SHEI LA
Hi , Babe.

Sheila | ooks at Jordan, waiting for himto respond.
He continues to stare at the TV. She turns and | ooks at it.

SHEI LA ( CONT' D)
What cha wat chi ng?

Pause.

JORDAN
| nearly got killed today.

Sheila kneels down in front of Jordan, takes his hands and
| ooks in his eyes.

SHEI LA
VWhat happened?

JORDAN
| got knocked on the tracks. There
was this train bearing dowmn on ne...

SHEI LA
Are you okay?

Jordan ignores this question.
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JORDAN
Al | saw was this white headlight
getting closer and cl oser.

SHEI LA
| said: are you okay?

Jordan again ignores her.

JORDAN
And t he whistle. It was |iKke..

SHEI LA
(interrupts him
Are you okay?!?!  Answer ne!

Jordan sits back, stares past Sheila, still distracted.
JORDAN
| never saw it comng. Howd | mss
it? | should ve got out of the way.
SHEI LA

Wait a mnute. You' re not making
sense. Are you talking about...?

Jordan shakes his head to bring hinself back to the nonent.
JORDAN
Did you ever feel like, in spite of
all the years behind you, that you
haven't really lived yet?
Sheila | ooks at him both concerned and perpl exed.
EXT. GULF OF ALASKA - DAY (BACK TO PRESENT DAY)
Dasein sails north, about a mle off of the coast.
I NT. PILOT"S CABIN, GULF OF ALASKA - DAY

Ski pper steers. Jordan sits in a chair beside him

JORDAN
VWhere are we headed?
SKI PPER
Nuka Bay. |It's about a six hour

sail north from Seward.

JORDAN
Wy so far?
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SKI PPER
The pl aces closer to civilization
are too picked over.

Jordan nods toward the water.

JORDAN
s the &Gul f al ways so cal n?

SKI PPER
It can get pretty hairy when there's
a storm But nothing like the Bering.

JORDAN
You ever fish the Bering?

Ski pper shakes his head.

SKI PPER
My dad owned a seiner. |'ve always
fished reds--sockeye--al ong the coast.

JORDAN
What do you do during the of fseason?

SKI PPER
The wife's a teacher. During the
school year | take care of the boys
and. . .
(voi ce catches briefly)

My little girl.

Jordan gl ances si deways, not wanting Skipper to see he noticed
the catch in his voice. Skipper recovers his cool deneanor.

SKI PPER ( CONT' D)
The guys all work other boats, though,
dependi ng on the season. Trawling
cod in the Bering and |ong-Ilining
Halibut. 1I1t's a hard life, fishing
year-round. It wears down the body.

JORDAN
| gotta ask: why nanme the ship Dasein?

SKI PPER
You know what it neans?

JORDAN
It means 'being there' or 'existence.'

SKI PPER
That's right. Look around yourself.

Jordan gl ances at the water around them and toward the shore.
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SKI PPER ( CONT' D)
When I'mout in the water, far away
fromso-called '"civilization', that's
when | feel npbst alive--nobst there.

JORDAN
You | ove fishing?
SKI PPER
It's in ny bl ood.
JORDAN
So, why'd you go to Berkel ey?
SKI PPER
This is your experience, that was

m ne.
EXT. DECK OF BOAT, NUKA BAY - DAY

Jordan, Rex and Earl stand on the deck of the boat wearing
wet weat her gear. Skipper is above in the pilot's cabin.

Leon stands up in a skiff off the aft of the boat wearing
just wet weather overalls and a t-shirt.

Ski pper nods to Leon. Leon nods back, then rips the cord to
t he outboard engine, and gripping the rudder, he races off.

EXT. NUKA BAY - DAY

Leon remai ns standing as he steers the skiff away fromthe
boat in a sem -circular pattern.

The boat roars to life and takes off in the other direction.

The boat and skiff eventually make their way back together
and begin to close the circle.

EXT. DECK OF BOAT, NUKA BAY - DAY

Jordan watches the skiff. Earl wal ks over and hands Jordan a
15 foot Iong alum num pol e that resenbles a giant plunger.

EARL
Once we close this set and start
pursing, go to the fore and pound
this thing in the water. Don't stop
til the set's done. Got ne?

Jordan accepts the pole, nods.

JORDAN
VWat's it for?



17.

EARL
Don't worry what it's for, greenhorn.
Just do what | tell you

Earl stomps away. Rex approaches.
Rex nods to Earl as they pass, then he wal ks over to Jordan.

REX
The reason you pound that plunger in
the water is to scare the fish away
fromthe gaps in the net.

JORDAN
Oh.

REX
It's an inportant job, but it's also
tiring and tedious. That's why the
new guy gets stuck with it. You're
gonna find you get stuck with all of
t hose types of jobs.

Jordan nods. Rex pats Jordan on the shoul der and wal ks away.
EXT. DECK OF BOAT, NUKA BAY - DAY
Fromthe skiff, Leon hands up the end of the net to Earl.

Earl attaches it to a large winch. He gives a thunbs up to
Ski pper in the pilot cabin, who then starts the w nch.

Leon ties the skiff to the boat and clinbs aboard. Rex nods
to Jordan who starts pounding the plunger into the water.

As Jordan slanms the plunger, Earl, Leon and Rex stand in the
aft laying out the net on the deck as the winch draws it in.

EXT. DECK OF BOAT, NUKA BAY - DAY

Jordan stops pounding the plunger. Holding it with one hand,
he shakes out his free arm clearly fatigued and in

di sconfort. He switches hands, shakes out the other arm

Earl, laying out the cork end of the net 20 feet away, gl ances
over at Jordan. A |ook of annoyance darkens his face.

EXT. DECK OF BQOAT, NUKA BAY - DAY
A net bursting with salnon slowy energes fromthe water.

SKI PPER
Let's pull her in!
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Rex and Jordan go to the starboard and help pull the net
over the side of the boat. They position the filled net
above the open hatch in the center of the deck.

The net opens and hundreds of wiggling fish spill out.

Most go into the hold, but sonme | and on the deck. Rex starts
tossing those into the hold by hand, Jordan follows suit.

Once the net is all laid out, Earl wal ks over to Jordan.

EARL
VWhat'd | tell you about not stopping
wi th the plunger?

JORDAN
| only stopped for a noment--just to
shake out the lactic acid.

Earl starts to say sonething, but hearing "lactic acid" stops.
He shakes his head in disgust.

EARL
If | catch you |ollygaggi ng again,
that thing's going up your ass.

Jordan | ooks at the pole lying on the deck, not far away.
It's nore than twi ce his height.

JORDAN
That defies the | aws of physics.

EARL
Only one way to find out for sure.

Earl nods to the hold.
EARL ( CONT' D)
Now get down there and toss them
fish on ice.
Jordan | ooks at Earl, confused.
EARL ( CONT' D)
Haul ass! W' re gonna start another
set and we need them fish on ice.
Earl wal ks away to work on the nets.
Rex wal ks over to Jordan and pats himon the back

REX
Come on, I'Il help you.



19.
EXT. HOLD OF BOAT, NUKA BAY - DAY

Jordan and Rex stand in the hold, waist-deep in fish, tossing
the still-living fish into the conpartnments al ong the walls.

JORDAN
Do they al ways wiggle so nmuch?

REX
They' Il stop. Eventually.

Jordan hol ds up one fish which wiggles nadly.

JORDAN
They're hard to get a hold of.

REX
Yeah, it's alnost like they didn't
want to be pulled out of the water.

| NT. HOLD OF BOAT, NUKA BAY - DAY
The fish are alnost all on ice. The ones left at their feet

are no longer wiggling. Jordan picks up a fish with a thick
gash down the side of it. He studies it, then holds it up.

JORDAN
VWhat happened to this guy?
Rex, still tossing fish on ice, pauses and | ooks up.
REX
Seal .

Rex goes back to tossing fish like a piston. Jordan picks
up another fish. Thick red blood oozes fromits gills.

JORDAN
Can fish feel pain?

REX
Naw, they don't feel anything.

JORDAN
How do you know?

REX
| never once heard 'em conpl ain.

Jordan tosses the fish on ice.
JORDAN

| kind of feel |ike we should be
apol ogi zing to them
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REX
For what ?

Jordan shrugs. Rex stops tossing fish, turns to Jordan.

REX ( CONT' D)
Don't let Earl hear you say that.
You'll never hear the end of it.
JORDAN

Real | y?
Rex tosses the |ast couple fish on ice, then nods.

REX ( CONT' D)
Real | y.

EXT. SCHOOLYARD, OAKLAND, CA - DAY ( FLASHBACK)

The school is on lunch break. Jordan | eans agai nst a fence
wat chi ng a group of boys pl ayi ng basketball.

MCELLER (20s, stocky) approaches, pats Jordan on the shoul der.

MOELLER

How re you feeling, Lazarus?
JORDAN

You heard?
MOELLER

It's all over the school.
Jordan spots Marcus playing basketball, shakes his head.

MCELLER ( CONT' D)
How d you cone to be on the tracks?

JORDAN
There was a scuffle on the platform

MCELLER
Don't you get enough of breaking up
fights around here?

JORDAN
| wasn't trying to break it up. One
of them got shoved into nme as | was
scooting away fromit.

MOELLER
That makes nore sense.

They watch the basketball gane.



JORDAN
Are you, um satisfied wwth... The
choi ces you' ve nade?

MOELLER

Choi ces? Wat choi ces?
JORDAN

You know-in life.
MOELLER

You nean we had a choi ce?
JORDAN

Cone on.
MOELLER

| live in a one-bedroomapartnent in
East Oakland, drive a fifteen year-
ol d Subaru and teach conputer science
here. How could | not be satisfied
with the choices that led nme to this?

JORDAN
Did you ever feel like you could've
done, you know, nore--with your |ife?

MOELLER
Everyone here does. Teaching' s what
you do after your dreans have died.

Jordan | ooks off into the distance wistfully.
JORDAN
| had big dreans once. | was gonna
play in the big | eagues. Then..

Jordan drifts off.

MOELLER
Then you got beaned.
JORDAN
| played all out every game. | never

left anything on the field. One
pitch changed all that.

MOELLER
You see this near-mss with the train
as sonehow rel at ed?

JORDAN
| gave in to caution yesterday. |If
| would've held ny ground I woul dn't
have gotten knocked onto the tracks.
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MCELLER
O you coul d' ve caught a stray bullet.

Jordan shrugs.

JORDAN
Thi nki ng about | eavi ng teachi ng?

JORDAN ( CONT' D)
No, but. ..

Jordan pauses, nods toward ELSYE ROY (60s, m serabl e-1oo0king)
seated at a picnic table, chain-snoking.

JORDAN ( CONT' D)
| was | ooking at sone ol d yearbooks.
Did you know that El sye Roy actually
won several 'teacher-of-the-year's?

MOELLER
She i ntroduced the abacus to nath.

JORDAN
Now she just tells her students to
open their texts and work on probl ens
whi |l e she searches for a spot to
stick a nicotine patch just so she
can nmake it to her free period.

MOELLER
She t enur ed.

I NT. MAIN CABI N CF BOAT, NUKA BAY - NI GHT (BACK TO PRESENT)

Jordan, Leon and Earl sit at the cranped table. Skipper
stands at a small stove cooking. Rex digs in a cupboard.

LEON
VWhat's your girl's name, kid?

JORDAN
Sheila. W' re actually engaged.

EARL
Got a picture to prove she exists?

Jordan | ooks at Earl, as if trying to size up the question.
Then he digs his wallet out of his pocket and renobves a photo.

Jordan hands the photo to Earl, who | ooks at it |echerously.

EARL ( CONT' D)
Not bad. \Where'd you order her fronf
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Jordan's face clouds over. He's about to say sonething when
Ski pper wal ks over with a frying pan and interrupts him

SKI PPER
Earl's got a peculiar sense of hunor,
Jordan. Don't pay himany m nd.

Jordan nods uncertainly, but seens relieved at avoi ding
confrontation. Skipper serves steam ng hash to Earl.

SKI PPER ( CONT' D)
Play nice, Earl.

Earl sits back and shakes his head, annoyed.

Rex sits down with a jar of peanut butter, a knife and a
| oaf of bread. He begins making a peanut butter sandw ch.

LEON
That's your other choice, kid. dd
T Rex--all them nmuscles and don't
eat not hing but peanut butter.
(to Rex)
You oughta do a commercial for Jif.

EARL
More |i ke Peter Pan.

Rex pauses from buttering his bread, eyes Earl.

REX
VWat's that, Earl?

EARL
| Iike Peter Pan better. Jif sucks.

Rex sm |l es and shakes his head, his eyes | ocked on Earl.
REX

What if | were to say both of those
brands suck, and Ski ppy's the best?

EARL
|'d say you're the guy who eats peanut
butter every neal. You should know.
REX
Yes, | should, Earl.
EARL

Ever play peanut butter pole, Rexy?

REX
What ?
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EARL
You sl ather your dong in peanut butter
then get your dog to lick it off.

Leon sl aps his knee, |aughing riotously.

LEON
You one nasty bastard, Earl.

EARL
They lick it right off. Gotta use
creany, though. Crunchy's no good.

REX
| grew up in a group hone. No dog.

EARL
| didn't ask that.

Rex sets his knife down and glares at Earl.

LEON
"Il bet the kid's played peanut
butter pole. ANt you, kid?

JORDAN
I"mallergic to peanuts..

Jordan eyes the group, sees a fight is about to break out.

JORDAN ( CONT' D)
| use jelly, instead. It's not as
thick as peanut butter, though, so
you gotta keep layering it on.

Leon | aughs and sl aps Earl on the back.

LEON
The kid's as nasty as you, Earl!

The tension dissipates slightly, but Earl and Rex continue
to glare at each other. Skipper sits down to eat.

SKI PPER
Save your energy, boys. Let's eat.

I NT. MAIN CABI N OF BOAT, NUKA BAY - NI GHT
Everyone is seated at the table, finishing their neal.

LEON
What you do on the CQutside, kid?

JORDAN
|''ma teacher.
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EARL
A perfessor? That figures.

JORDAN
No, | teach high school English.

EARL
What grade you teach?

JORDAN
Tent h grade.

EARL
Themgirls legal yet in tenth grade?

JORDAN
Legal for what?

LEON
Earl was legal to drink in the ninth
grade. Before he dropped out.

Earl glares at Leon, unanused. Leon |ooks abashed.

LEON ( CONT' D)
Just kidding Earl. Anyway, we all
dropped out 'cept Skip and the kid.

EARL
Mnd your P's and Q s, Leon

Leon nods nervously. Earl stands up.

EARL ( CONT' D)
"' m gonna get nme a snoke.

Earl exits the cabin. Skipper stands, begins clearing plates.

LEON
(whi spers to Jordan)
Maybe Earl will be | ess grunpy after
he gets sonme liquor in him

JORDAN
He's going outside to drink al cohol?

Leon wi nks and nods.

JORDAN ( CONT' D)
Were's he get it?

LEON
Didn't you hear his duffel bag
clinking when he boarded? Al it
got init is bottles--no clothes.



JORDAN
Earl and al cohol seens |ike a bad
conbi nati on

LEON
Tr ue. But Earl and no al cohol is an
even wor se conbi nati on

REX

You | ook Iike you' re questioning the
decision to sign on with us, Jordan.

Jordan shakes his head, but w thout total conviction.
LEON
Say, what really made you want to
come out here anyway, kid?

Jordan rubs the thick stubble on his chin pensively.
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